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New Government Guidance for Primary Schools
Good morning Andrew. You may or may not have heard that the DfE published some new
guidance this week. It's only aimed at English schools, not the whole UK, but contains some useful
material whoever you are.
I thought it might be useful if I summarise the key points for you.

What Are The Aims of The Guidance?
The guidance states two aims:
To bring greater coherence to the national curriculum by
exposing core concepts in the national curriculum and
demonstrating progression from year 1 to year 6;
To summarise the most important knowledge and understanding
within each year group and important connections between
these mathematical topics.
N.B. This in no way replaces the curriculum; it is simply, in the
words of one of the authors, driven by a desire to prioritise
elements of the curriculum and bring greater coherence and consistency.

Where can I download it?
There are four easy ways. The link is here, or you can copy and paste
this into your browser:
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/teaching-mathematics-inprimary-schools
You can even use the QR code on the left.
You can download each year group separately or the whole lot in a single document. This is

useful if you are a maths lead and want to share the relevant sections with class teachers.
Finally, you can just hit the button at the bottom of this email once you've finished reading!

What's in the Document?
Specific guidance around some key areas of the curriculum. NB: It does NOT cover the whole
curriculum; just some key areas where misconceptions can sit.
Number and place value (NPV)
--Number facts (NF
--Addition and subtraction (AS)
--Multiplication and division (MD)
--Fractions (F)
--Geometry (G)
------

What Does the Guidance Look Like?
It's pretty straightforward. The emphasis is on being 'ready to move on' and the chart below is
typical. It shows what children need to have understood in Multiplication and Division to progress
to the following year's curriculum.
Bear in mind, though, that each key stage can be done in the order the school deems appropriate.

For each year group there are 'ready to progress' criteria. Here is an example from Year 3.

Notice that it usefully shows the Y2 and Y4 ideas too; I have been banging this drum for so long so
I am really pleased to see it included.

Does it cover the whole Curriculum?
NO - and this is important. It would be very unwise to simply treat this as a scheme of work. It
simply aims to cover the key things that children often get wrong. It does however have lots of
detailed support for those areas of the curriculum that children often get wrong. For example,
complements to 100 is looked at like this:

There is also advice around using tens frames, place value counters and numberlines.

There is evidence that we are learning from Singapore - the use of Bar Models is made very
explicit, and there are lots of good examples of precise mathematical language, a feature that
mentioned but not expanded upon in the 2014 curriculum document.
One thing that WAS talked about in NC2014 was the importance of making connections.
Appropriately, this is given more attention in this document, and there are even hyperlinks to other
parts of the document; a good idea.
Here is a good example:

TAKE ME TO THE GUIDANCE

I hope this has been useful. If you have any questions or would like some further training for you
or your staff, feel free to get in touch. If there is enough interest, I might run a webinar on the new
guidance. Let me know.
As ever, stay safe and keep kind.
Andrew.
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